	[image: image1.jpg]



Under The Patronage Of The President Of The Syrian Arab Republic

Bashar Al-Assad

The Supreme Council of Sciences

Holds

The 46th Annual Science Week

Conference on

Sustainable Agricultural Development and Food Security
Tishreen University Campus
ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
November 20 – 23, 2006




Introduction:
Fighting poverty and hunger is one of the eight objectives of the millennium development goals that represent the center of the global interests adopted by the world leaders during the U.N. Millennium Conference in September 2000, and which they undertook to accomplish them by the year 2015.

It is unquestionable that agriculture plays an important role in providing nutrition and food security by mitigating the effect of poverty, which makes its contribution even greater in achieving the millennium goals. The Declaration of Rome on Food Security, issued in 1996 by the World Food Summit, has described the required food security, and it has obligated the nations to carry out all necessary procedures that guarantee sustainable food security for current and future generations. 

During recent years, in Syria, agriculture amounted to 26% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The agricultural sector employed between 26-30% of labor, and agricultural products contributed 16-22% of the total exports.  The agricultural sector contributed, also, to the development of many national industries that rely heavily on agricultural raw materials.  Nevertheless, the importance of this sector derives  from its role in achieving food security and self-dependency in Syria.
On the other hand, we find that in reality agriculture faces many obstacles and challenges that prevent the achievement of sustainable food security.  Some of those factors include soil degradation, salination, and desertification.  The lack of water resources, water quality deterioration, increased competition for water from non-agriculture sectors, declining productivity of water projects, increased pressure from population growth on food demand, marketing and pricing pressures and trade privatization and competition constitute additional challenges. 
It is, therefore, imperative and beneficial to look at the analytical side of this reality and to discuss the most feasible steps to achieve sustainable agricultural development.  To that effect, the Supreme Council of Sciences has decided to hold the 46th annual science week conference under the title of “Sustainable Agricultural Development and Food Security”. This would be a great opportunity for scholars and experts from Syria, the Arab World, and other foreign countries to present the results of their research and experience about this subject and to discuss their ideas and views in this respect.

Conference Objectives:

· To analyze the status quo of the agriculture sector, food security and prospects for development in Syria.

· To determine the requirements and ways to achieve sustainable agricultural development and food security for current and future generations.

Conference Sessions:

Session (1): 

Analysis of the status of agricultural resources in Syria and prospects of improvement:

· Land & water resources

· Pastures, forests and animal resources

· Biodiversity including its two types: fauna and flora

With emphasis on the degradation in quality and quantity of such resources and various issues to protect  particularly the genetic resources.

Session (2): 

The out look for Agriculture in the Syrian economy and effecting factors:

· Crops, orchids,  and alternative crops; irrigation and fertilization

· Agricultural diseases, integrated chemical and biological preventive measures
· Financing; pricing; consumption; storage; marketing exports; and competitiveness issues

· Status of agricultural industries; product quality and improvements prospects

· Neglected & Underutilized agronomy and extinct agriculture and agricultural by-products

· Organic products and bio-safety 

Session (3): 

Food Security and Sustainable Agricultural Development Requirements:

· Concepts of Food Security

· Relationship between food security and water security

· Environmental pollution and its effect on agricultural products and health issues

· Agricultural planning and policies; agricultural development alternatives and their comparative advantage, and agricultural subsidies

· Rural development (poverty and unemployment fighting, role of women …….) and role of non-governmental organizations (NGO's) in agricultural development

· Agriculture and local legislative instruments, related international agreements (such as GATT and European Union)

· Integration of Arab agriculture

Session (4): 

Role of Higher Education in capacity building to achieve sustainable agricultural development:

· Improve agricultural teaching plans and curriculum to meet the demand of sustainable agricultural development

· Scientific research and agriculture development needs

· Future agricultural scientific challenges

Conference Agenda & Activities:

· all sessions are held concurrently depending on the number of participants

· key papers are presented at sessions by guest speakers for specific areas and selected research

· off-site sessions are held at the conference to discuss various issues of concern to the scientific and agricultural society

· various workshops are held during the conference to discuss selected topics such as:

· Workshop: “Food Quality and Improvement Tools”

· Workshop: “Emergent Common Diseases and Biological Security”

· Workshop: “Nutrition and General Health” 

Registration Conditions:

· Participants are requested to submit the attached registration form with a copy of their passport (for non-Syrians).  The form could be also completed via the website of the Council.

· Participants are requested to submit an extended abstract of their research topic (in both English and Arabic) not to exceed three pages.  The abstract should indicate: research objectives, findings and originality.  With the abstract contact information, such as phone, celphone, fax, and email address should be attached for easy communication.

· These abstracts will be submitted to the specialized referee committees and final abstracts will be notified. Abstracts will be documented in a special booklet for distribution at the Conference.

· All submitted presentations must be original and must have never been presented at other conferences or symposium. 

· After being notified of acceptance by the council, percipients should submit a full copy of their research papers along with abstracts  in both English & Arabic.  
Important Dates:

· June 30, 2006: last day to receive the extended abstracts by the Council

· Successful candidates will be informed of their admission by July 31,2006.
· September 15, 2006: last day to receive a copy of the full research studies.

Venue and Date:

The conference will be held at Tishreen University campus, Latakia, November 20 – 23, 2006.

Language :
     The conference will be conducted mainly in Arabic. English can also be used in conjunction with Arabic.

Submission of Papers:

Computer typed papers will be submitted as follows:

1- Two copies computer typed in Arabic, for Arab researchers, or in English for foreigners completed with tables and figures.

2- The C.D containing the paper ( complet with tables and figures ) should be typed in style (Ms. Word) 

The paper should not exceed 15 pages typed in fonts (12 pts.), including tables and figures.

3-All kinds of presentation tools are available.

Accommodation and Grants:

- The authors of accepted papers from both Arab and foreign countries will be hosted      (B and B) by the Supreme Council of Sciences for five nights (during the conference days), regardless of travel conditions.

- Syrian participants form outside Latakia with accepted papers would only be invited for four nights.

· In the case of more than one author, one speaker would be hosted only.

· The participant shall bear the Expenses of his dependents .  

- The participant who is attending without paper shall bear the expenses of his accommodation during his stay benefiting from the deduction reserved for the SCOS.

General Information

Damascus: Beside being the cradle of many civilizations, Syria is also a land of diverse landscapes. Syrians are refreshingly open and hospitable to foreign visitors.  Damascus, the oldest continually inhabited city in the world, is known for its wealth of historical sites, making this conference an excellent opportunity to enjoy the pleasure of the city and the country.  For more information, please visit.
http://www.syriatourism.org/new/

Weather: The weather in Damascus during the conference period in expected to be mild; transitional between hot summer and cold winter.

Currency: The local currency is the Syrian Pound.  One US$ is about 52 Syrian Pound.  Major international credit cards are accepted in ATM machines and in many hotels and shops.

Registration fees: There are no registration fees for this conference.

Note:

- More detailed information on the conference themes and topics can be obtained from the website of the Supreme Council of Sciences.

Scos@scs-net.org

http://www.scos-syria.org
- SCOS will hold a Scientific Equipments exhibition throughout the conference duration.

Please send the papers to the following addresses

The Supreme Council of Sciences

P.O.Box: Damascus – Syria 4762

Tel: (00963) - 2119878 – 2119877

Fax: (00963) 2119875

Website: http://www.scos-syria.org
E-mail: scos@scs-net.org
Application Form for Nomination
Sustainable Agricultural Development and Food Security”.
At Tishreen University 

November 20 – 23   2006

Lattakia 

	      Surname                        Middle Name                        Name
     ………………….                   …………………………                   ……………………….             

Nationality: ………………...……………………………………………………….………....

Date and Place of Birth: ……………………….………………………………….………....

Highest Degree: ………………………………………………………………….………....

Profession: ………………………………………………………………………….………....

Address: ……………………….…………...……………………………………….………....

City:………………………………….. Country:  ………………..…………………..……....

Tel.: ………………………………….. Fax: …………………….………….………….. 

Mobile Phone: …………..………………………..

E-mail: …………………………...…………… P. O. Box …………………………………

Paper Title

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Paper submitted for General Theme: ……………………………………………………….

Specific Topic: ……………………………...………………………………………………...

Name of presenter (in case paper is co-authored).

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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